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HOUSE RESOLUTION 107  

By  Bone 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Gladys Midgett Swindell 

of Lebanon. 
 

 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the passing of Gladys Midgett Swindell; and 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Swindell was an exemplary public servant and consummate 

professional who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for her fellow citizens in 

numerous capacities; and 

 WHEREAS, the daughter of Vera Hobbs and Leonard George Midgett, Mrs. Swindell 

was born in the Saulsbury Community in east Wilson County in 1913; and 

 WHEREAS, at the tender age of two, her grandparents, John and Octavia Bell Oakley 

Midgett, took her in to live with them at their home behind Saulsbury’s Good Hope Methodist 

Church; and 

 WHEREAS, as a young girl, Mrs. Swindell attended Walnut Grove School, where her 

teacher, Miss Novie, supervised her studies through the eighth grade, the highest grade offered 

at Walnut Grove; and 

 WHEREAS, in order to attend high school, Mrs. Swindell rented a room from Margie 

McDerman with her friend Margaret Swindell, her future sister-in-law, in order to be closer to 

Tuckers Cross Roads High, where she completed the two years of schooling; and 

 WHEREAS, while in high school, Mrs. Swindell went home with her roommate and met 

her husband-to-be, Charlie; the two were married in November of 1929 by Pastor John Barbie 

of the Saulsbury Baptist Church; and
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 WHEREAS, on September 4, 1930, Mr. and Mrs. Swindell had their first child, a son, 

David (Billy) Swindell, who was delivered by Dr. John Tilley, the same physician who had 

delivered Mr. And Mrs. Swindle; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Tilley delivered their second child as well; on September 5, 1938, their 

daughter, Linda Ann Swindell, was born; and 

 WHEREAS, after his relative Odie Bell Swindell, a longtime member of the Wilson 

County Court, chose not to seek re-election to his post, Charlie Swindell decided to run for the 

post and served in the court for twenty-six years; and 

 WHEREAS, Charlie Swindell bought the Tuckers Cross Roads Store with a partner, Paul 

Neal, and the Swindells moved into a house behind the establishment; Gladys and Charlie 

Swindell managed the store for several years before moving back to Saulsbury to buy a farm 

from one of the Midgetts; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Swindell was appointed by Wilson County Sheriff Ed Maynard to assist 

with his office’s administrative tasks, and Mrs. Swindell began cooking for the Tuckers Cross 

Roads School.  Both remained in their respective positions for several years; and 

 WHEREAS, when Roslian Griffin became Trustee of Wilson County, Charlie Swindell 

went to work in her office and was later elected Trustee himself; during her husband’s tenure as 

Trustee, Gladys Swindell worked in his office; and 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Swindell was a devoted member of the Saulsbury Baptist Church and, 

for many years, she taught Sunday School there; and 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Swindell was deeply devoted to her family, and she always 

endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, she is survived by her son and his wife, David E. (Billy) and Kitty Swindell, 

her daughter and son-in-law, Linda Ann Swindell and Clay Couch, her granddaughter, Stacy 

Swindell, and her grandchildren and their spouses, Cathy and Dale King, David and Teresa 

Couch, and Kelly and Wayne Harris; and 

 WHEREAS she will be sorely missed by her great-grandchildren, Leanna and Gene 

Kulas, Snapper King, Billy Wayne Harris, Layce Booker Swindell, Jessica Couch, and Addie 

Couch; and 
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 WHEREAS, Gladys Swindell is also survived by four great-great-grandchildren:  Anna 

Cate and Alek Kulas and Gracey and Clay King; and 

 WHEREAS, she was preceded in death by her husband, Charlie Swindell; and 

 WHEREAS, Gladys Swindell leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in 

public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all her chosen 

endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the 

bountiful life of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we honor the memory of 

Gladys Midgett Swindell, reflecting fondly upon her impeccable character and her stalwart 

commitment to living the examined life with courage and conviction. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Mrs. Swindell. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


